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The Montebello Housing Development 

Corporation’s mission is “to provide 

individuals and families of modest 

financial means with education, 

support and assistance in obtaining 

safe, sanitary, quality and affordable 

housing.” Our volunteers, staff and 

Board of Directors firmly share the goal 

of Empowering Families to Realize the 

American Dream.

Mission Statement

Congresswoman Judy Chu (second from the 
left), State Senator Ron Calderon (not  

pictured), Bank of America, National Council 
of La Raza, LA County Firefighters partner 

with MHDC to assist families at a Home  
Rescue Fair at South El Monte High School.

MHDC has educated more than 50,000 
people on financial sustainability and 
assisted hundreds in the home-buying 
process to make their dream of home 
ownership a reality.
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MHDC has received national 
recognition for our work on 
behalf of families. As a model 
agency, MHDC trains other 
agencies on home buying and 
financing issues related to low- 
to-moderate-income clients.

MHDC forges partnerships with 
agencies and individuals in local, 
state and federal government to 
build homes for working families.
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It’s my pleasure and privilege to introduce the Montebello 
Housing Development Corporation.

For nearly two decades, this agency has provided housing 
for, and enhanced the living conditions and well-being of,  
residents of Montebello, the San Gabriel Valley and the 
Greater Los Angeles metropolitan area.  

While our most visible contributions are the quality 
homes we’ve built and the residences we’ve enabled clients to 
purchase, it is the difference we have made in the lives of our 
homeowners – and indeed, in our communities – that remains 
our most enduring legacy.

MHDC’s home ownership programs educate families and assist them with the purchase of their first home. Other 
educational programs include financial literacy training, budgeting, credit repair and home purchase awareness training.  

During difficult and challenging financial times, we have 
helped those most in need with compassionate and realis-
tic foreclosure counseling. In addition, the financial edu-
cation and individual savings accounts we provide allow 
our very low-income clients to save money for a variety 
of important needs, such as schooling, home purchasing 
and wealth building for future generations.

Through our counseling work, financial educa-
tion and first-time homebuyer programs, the dedicated 
staff at MHDC aids families in navigating the difficult 
economic choices they face. They are empowered, edu-
cated and guided to make informed decisions and avoid 
future problems. We are proud to be allied with diverse 
government, corporate and community partners, in 
this effort to make the communities we serve stronger, 
healthier and more vibrant.

MHDC is committed to: helping hardworking 
families access quality, affordable homes; improve their 
economic condition; better define their financial desires; 
and make their dreams a reality.

 

Robert Monzon
Board President,
Montebello Housing Development Corporation

President’s Message

We are committed to helping hard  
working families access quality, affordable 
homes and improve their economic 
condition and by doing so, making the 
communities we serve stronger, healthier 
and more vibrant.  

MHDC works with diverse communities by eliciting the support of 
a wide base of housing advocates that include community leaders 
and elected officials. State Senator Carol Liu (second from the left) 
was the host of a housing fair in the San Gabriel Valley.

MHDC Board of Directors working with consultants 
on a housing development plan.
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From the beginning, MHDC was 
recognized by community leaders and 
elected officials as a positive force in 
the areas we serve.

MHDC celebrates the opening of their new 
corporate office building. Owned by MHDC, 
its additional rental spaces are also a source 
of revenue for the company.

A History of Success
The history of the Montebello Housing Development Corporation 

began in 1991, when City of Montebello council members decided  
on a pro-active response to the Redevelopment Agency’s five-year  
Affordable Housing Strategic Plan: “to assist families in realizing the  
American Dream.” 

It was in November 1992 that MHDC was incorporated as a public 
service non-profit 501(c)3 community organization. Working closely with 
the city’s Economic Development Department, MHDC Board members 
made first-time home ownership for low-to-moderate-income families a 
priority for the new association.

For the next seven years, MHDC worked under the direction of 
the City of Montebello. In December 1999, the board reorganized the 
corporation – moving away from city oversight to become an independent 
entity in partnership with the City of Montebello. 

In July 2000, the corporation moved its offices to their current location 
and recruited its dedicated staff, giving consideration to the diversity of the 
community in determining the makeup of administration, managing  
officers and board members.

MHDC has become an affiliate of National Council of La Raza, 
(NCLR).  MHDC is also proud to have been certified by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, a status which has 
opened the door to numerous local, state and national partnerships that 
have helped MHDC meet its goals. MHDC also joined a network of state  
affiliates forming the California NCLR Affiliate Network. 

Since 2000, MHDC has received numerous awards and recognitions 
at both the state and national level. In 2006, MHDC received The Anne 

E. Casey Family Strengthening Award 
and in 2007 MHDC received the very 
prestigious “Affiliate of the Year” title, 
awarded annually by NCLR.

Today, MHDC’s staff consists of 
full-and part-time employees in addition 
to volunteers. This experienced and 
compassionate team works under the 
direction of Board of Directors President, 
Robert Monzon; Chief Financial Officer, 
Raul Melendez; Vice President, Bernard 
Ancheta; and board members  
Pat Renteria and Joe Sandoval.

MHDC has strengthened  
communities throughout 
Los Angeles County

50,640 families have been provided  
with housing services

 640 families placed in homes

 50,000 families, provided with
  home education services

$48.15 million in loans generated

 Facilitated $8.15 million in silent-
 second mortgage loans and  
 $40 million in private mortgage loans

$3.7 million invested in Los Angeles 
County community development

 Developed a $1.75 million six-home 
 project called Bella Monte Homes

 Assisted in the development of a 
 $1.33 million seven-home project  
 called Lohart Street 

 Developed a four-home project 
 on Jacmar Street

 Purchased 154 acres in Apple Valley 
 for future home development

 Invested and land banked a 16,000 
 sq. ft. lot on Carob Way for future  
 building of multi-family units

Impact Snapshot

Community members join in celebrating the ribbon 
cutting ceremony for MHDC’s new office.
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MHDC Board of Directors 

Robert Monzon
Robert Monzon serves as President of 

the Board of Directors of the Montebello 
Housing Development Corporation, and 
is one of the founding members. 

A records and information manager 
for the City of Pasadena, Mr. Monzon’s 
community involvement includes years of 
service on numerous boards. Currently, he 
is Vice President and Past President of the 
Pasadena Management Association, and a 
member of the Board of Directors of the  
Montebello and Commerce YMCA, the 
Montebello Rotary Club and the Pasadena  
Latino Forum. He is also Southern Cali- 
fornia Co-Chair of the California Nation-
al Council of La Raza Affiliate Network.   

Mr. Monzon holds an Associate 
of Arts Degree from East Los Angeles 
College and is a Certified Document 
Imaging Architect. Having served on the 
Board of Directors of the Greater L.A. 
Chapter of the Association of Record 
Managers and Administrators, he is a 
frequent guest lecturer in the field.

Dr. Bernard Ancheta
A founding member who was also 

the first President, Dr. Bernard Ancheta 
currently serves as Vice President of the 
Montebello Housing Development  
Corporation and is a member of the 
Board of Directors Executive Committee. 

Dr. Ancheta is a retired Vice- 
President of Administration at Los  
Angeles Southwest College. Previously,  
he was an assistant professor of Psycho-
logy, student counselor and Dean of 
Student Services. Dr. Ancheta also 
severed on the Board of Directors of the 

California Credit Union.
He earned both a B.A. and a M.A. 

in Administration from California State 
University of Los Angeles. In addition, 
he received an Master of Science Degree 
from the University of Southern  
California, and a Doctorate in education 
from Pepperdine University. 

Raul Melendez
Raul Melendez brings his passion 

of helping others to the MHDC Board 
of Directors. He began his community 
volunteer work serving for five years as  
a Career Academy Mentor for video  
production programs at Montebello  
High School. Throughout the 1990s,  
Mr. Melendez was an independent video 
producer specializing in corporate com-
munication programming. His clients 
included leading aerospace companies 
and major non-profit organizations 
throughout Southern California. 

In 2000, Mr. Melendez moved to 
education becoming the Director of 
Development for Cantwell-Sacred Heart 
of Mary High School in Montebello. 
Currently he is the Assistant Principal of 
Advancement and Operations there.  
Mr. Melendez holds a Bachelor of Arts  
Degree in Radio/Television and Film from 
Cal State Long Beach. He is an active 
member of the Montebello Rotary Club. 

Pat Renteria
Patricia Renteria, Senior Regional 

Director for the YMCA of Metropolitan 
Los Angeles, has served in several capaci-
ties during her 25 year involvement with 
the YMCA. She served as the Executive 
Director for the Centinela Valley YMCA 

and the Inglewood Family YMCA and as 
Associate Executive for the Montebello-
Commerce YMCA.  

Ms. Renteria has an Associate Degree 
in Science from Rio Hondo College in 
Business Management and a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Liberal Science with a 
Minor in Public Administration from Cal 
State Dominguez Hills. Her community 
involvement includes serving as a member 
of the Hispanic – Latino Leadership 
Network for the YMCA of the USA, and 
coaching YMCA T-Ball/Softball.

Joe Sandoval
Joseph Angel Sandoval, the board’s 

newest member, is employed at East Los 
Angeles College as an EOPS Counselor/
Assistant Professor. He teaches Personal 
Development/Career Planning/Student 
Success classes. Prior to this, Mr. Sandoval 
was an Admissions and Outreach Coun-
selor at California State Polytechnic Uni-
versity, Pomona and L.U.L.A.C. National 
Educational Service Center, Inc. His 
community involvement includes being 
a facilitator for the Kiwanis International 
sponsored “Inland Empire Future Leaders 
Program,” a Latino youth program. 

Mr. Sandoval has a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Behavioral Science from 
California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona and a Master of Science Degree 
in Counseling from San Diego State Uni-
versity. He also holds College Counseling 
Certificates from: UCLA Post Graduate 
Studies at Pepperdine University; Cla-
remont Graduate University; California 
State University, Los Angeles; and Califor-
nia State University, Dominguez Hills.

Robert Monzon Dr. Bernard Ancheta Raul Melendez Pat Renteria Joe Sandoval
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Our staff is dedicated to one purpose: to  
assist individuals and working families with  
acquiring affordable housing. Like our clients, our 
staff consists of mostly people of color who are also 
from the communities we service. All of our staff 
is fully bilingual and all our services are available 
in Spanish and English. Through our partnership 
with community organizations we are also able to 
offer home buyer education in Armenian, Chinese, 
Vietnamese and Tagalog. MHDC is committed to 
diversity and cultural competency.

In order to help empower families to realize  
the American Dream, our staff receives certified 
training from numerous nationally recognized  
institutions such as The United States Department of Housing and Urban  
Development (HUD) and the National Consumer Law Center. At the state level,  
our staff receives rigorous training from the State of California, Consumer Affairs  
Department and the California Board of Realtors. Other partners like National  
Council of La Raza (NCLR), NeighborWorks of America, and the United Way of 

Greater Los Angeles also provide certified curricula.  
Additionally, we are proud to receive diverse training from 
the various public, private and corporate partners we work 
with including: General Electric Money Bank, Citibank and 
Bank of America — all enable us to better assist our clients. 

Every member of our staff is certified — and some  
are ranked as specialists — in First-time Homebuyer  
and/or Advanced Foreclosure Prevention. Staff members  
responsible for counseling families on money management 
are also certified. Available curricula includes:

Courses in Home Purchasing Education: 
n  First-Time Home Buyers Principles and Practice
n  Home Buyer Education Methods, Accelerated Version
n  Home Ownership Counseling: Principle Practice Techniques 
n  Fair Housing is Not a Privilege It’s the Law
n  Escrow Trainers: Introduction to Basic Escrow
n  Affordable Housing Development
n  Individual Development Account 
n  Real Estate Principles and License

Courses in Home Preservation: 
n  Preserving the American Dream, Part I & II
n  Advanced Foreclosure Studies
n  Foreclosure Intervention Certification
n  Default Counseling Certification
n  Beginning to Intermediate Foreclosure Prevention Methods 
n  Pre- and Post-Foreclosure Prevention
n  Home Preservation Alliance
n  Foreclosure Basics
n  Fraud Prevention

MHDC Staff

Each year over 3,000 clients 
walk through our doors or 
attend our community fairs, 
workshops and classes.

MHDC has served over 
50,000 clients since our 
inception in 1991.

MHDC’s dedicated staff identifies with 
the communities we service.

Our staff is 
trained by  
national, 
state and  
local  
partners.



6

Montebello Housing and Development 
Corporation helps inform, educate and 
facilitate home ownership for people in our 
service area communities. We serve low-  
to-modest-income working families,  
primarily in Los Angeles County, who  
qualify for assistance. The majority of 
our clients hear about MHDC’s services 
through referrals of previous clients. 

MHDC provides service events  
including housing fairs, home rescue fairs, 
foreclosure workshops, financial literacy 
classes and outreach to more than 22  
municipalities, communities and cities 
across the greater metropolitan Los Angeles 
area. We also serve clients in Orange, San 
Bernardino, Riverside and Ventura counties. 

People and  
Areas We Serve

Central to MHDC’s mission is “education, support and 
assistance.” As a leader in housing, MHDC provides one-on-
one counseling services, conducts key informative classes,  
facilitates do-it-yourself workshops, leads community clean-ups 
and champions advocacy to empower individuals and working 
families to realize the American Dream of owning a home.

Montebello Second Mortgage Loan Program:  
Provides silent second mortgage loans to first-time homebuyers 
of low-to-moderate-income means. These loans are available 
for the acquisition of homes in the City of Montebello. The 
loans fill the gap between the purchase price of the home  
and the buying power of the homebuyer. The corporation’s  
financial portfolio includes 226 loans since 1992, amounting 
to a total of $6.2 million dollars. These silent second mortgage 
loan funds have complimented more than $39 million dollars 
in mortgage loans from private lenders.

CalHome Second Mortgage Loan Program: The 
State of California Housing and Community Development  

Department awarded two grants totaling $1.5 million to 
MHDC that provide silent second mortgage loans to very low- 
and low-income, first-time homebuyers in Los Angeles County. 
These loans assist in the acquisition of new housing developed 
by MHDC; or existing housing acquired, rehabilitated and sold 
by the corporation. CalHome loans were funded up to $60,000.

MHDC Programs: Overview

MAP: MHDC’s service areas are predominantly in the county of Los Angeles, with most clients falling between Southeast 
Los Angeles and the Port of Long Beach (blue). The second largest service area stretches from the San Gabriel Valley to 
Pomona and San Bernardino County (purple).

Client testimonial

“ ”
Dear MHDC Staff,

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for the sup-

port and immense help MHDC has PRESENTED me during 

my participation in the first-time homebuyer program and 

financial classes. The courses helped me to have a better 

understanding of how important it is to manage my budget 

and debts in order to accomplish my goal of becoming a 

homeowner. Today, I have a high credit  

score, and I have a chance to buy a home,  

but most of all I have the knowledge and  

the tools to continue to be successful in  

managing my finances.

Sincerely,
Marie Escobar
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Every year MHDC hosts home ownership classes and housing workshops 
throughout the County of Los Angeles at no cost to participants.

 

Antelope 
Valley

San
Fernando

San
Gabriel

MetroWest

South East

South
Bay

Housing Development and Rehabilitation Program: 
Through this program, MHDC purchases property or single-
family homes for development and renovation. MHDC building 
projects that have been completed include: Jacmar, Lohart, and 
Bella Monte — projects of less than 10 units each. MHDC’s 
most ambitious project to date is Apple Valley, where MHDC 
purchased 154 acres and is planning to build approximately 150 
single-family homes to meet the demand for housing in that 
area. First-time home buyers purchasing these houses will also 
benefit from the CalHome Second Mortgage Loan Program.

Homeowner Occupied Rehabilitation: This is a 
Loan Program for senior citizens who own and occupy their 
homes. They are provided with low-interest loans to address 
quality of life, safety and modernization of their residence. 
These low-interest loans are deferred and due upon the transfer 
of the property title. Up to $20,000 in loans are provided to 
individuals who meet state-approved low-to-moderate-income 
guidelines. MHDC also partners with elected leaders, service 
organizations, faith communities and youth groups to organize 

local clean-ups related to rehabilitation. Contractors are hired 
to help address structural rehabilitative work.

Corporate Home Ownership Seminar: These events 
aim to meet the growing need for new ways to expand home 
ownership opportunities to underserved communities. The 
content focuses on providing information on the many 
programs available in the surrounding communities we serve. 
Employers work with MHDC to facilitate presentations to 
their employees at no cost.

Legislative Advocacy Program: Championing 
housing issues in Sacramento and Washington D.C., MHDC 
has led with a progressive Housing Advocacy Policy on behalf 
of the constituency we serve. By building key partnerships 
with elected leaders at the local, state and national levels and 
by collaborating with agencies such as the Chamber of  
Commerce, the Board of Realtors, the San Gabriel Valley  
Hispanic Business Chamber of Commerce, the Latin Business 
Association, the National Council of La Raza and the South-

Area Served                        Families Served in Aggregate

  Antelope Valley 6

 San Fernando 51

 San Gabriel 860

 LA Metro 202

 West LA 18

 South LA 22

 East LA 1197

 South Bay/Harbor 45

MHDC has served clients in the following areas: 
Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Orange, Riverside, 
and Santa Cruz counties. On occasion, we also 
provide services out of state. Annually, we serve 
more than 3,000 people in these areas. Those 
served in LA County are shown to the right.

LA County Service Areas
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ern California Association of Non-Profit Housing Agencies, 
MHDC is able to advocate effectively on behalf of clients 
in our state capital and on the floors of congress. Locally, 
MHDC has embarked on an important course — hosting  
legislative briefings (education and advocacy on housing legis-
lation and policy) for local, state and federal elected leaders.

Home Ownership Education Program: Education 
is at the core of MHDC’s mission, thus MHDC offers classes 
to individuals interested in home ownership. All first-time 
homebuyers are encouraged to attend in order to better un-
derstand home ownership and responsibilities, basic finance, 
and establishing or rebuilding credit — all of which result 
in wealth creation. MHDC believes a solid education and 
financial literacy are equally important for home ownership 

and for home-ownership retention. While classes are  
mandatory, per HUD requirements, MHDC encourages 
current homeowners to attend in order to obtain the most 
current information on home buying opportunities. Classes 
consist of eight hours of pre-acquisition and two hours of 
post-acquisition information.

Neighbor Helping Neighbor & Community 
Beautification Program: MHDC coordinates community 
neighborhood pride projects with elected leaders, faith  
communities, service clubs and youth volunteers to assist  
community residents with local clean-ups and with minor 
home repairs. This program also undertakes clean-up  
campaigns in residential and commercial areas. Past partners 
include service clubs like the Kiwanis Club, Rotary Club and 
Rotary Interact Club, as well as Schurr High School Key Clubs.

The Mentors Program: Aimed at strengthening the 
communities MHDC serves, this year-long program is geared 
toward high school students from the local school district. 
The program provides classes in journalism, cable TV show 
production, leadership, current community topics and job  
opportunities.  Participants analyze options for the future and 
are assisted in determining whether vocational or college goals 
are best suited for them.

In existence for several years, the Mentors Program is  
run and administered through MHDC with the assistance of 
local residents, service clubs, business owners and community  
leaders — all of which volunteer their time to serve as speakers, 
mentors and role models for at-risk-youth.

TOP: MHDC reaches out to all members of the communities we serve 
at local fairs and events by providing finance literacy for all ages.

BOTTOM: MHDC conducts beautification projects and community 
clean-ups to help improve communities one neighborhood at  a time.

Client testimonial“ ”
Montebello Housing Development Corporation,

  Thank you for making my dream of becoming a 

homeowner a reality. Your financial guidance and  

knowledge provided me with the tools to purchase my 

home. Being a low-income individual closed several doors 

to me financially. My hopes of owning a home seemed 

slim, but with the help of my loan counselor at MHDC, I 

was able to get subsidy assistance from the City of Baldwin 

Park. Montebello Housing Development Corporation  

allowed me to believe that everyone deserves to have an 

opportunity to purchase a home.  

Thank you so much MHDC!

Huykeang Taing
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Providing quality, affordable housing through “education, 
support and assistance” is our mission and has been our guiding 
vision since our inception, one which has included acquiring, 
building and developing projects through a number of partner-
ships and approaches. The impact on the lives of families has 
been both meaningful and significant.

MHDC continues to build on our portfolio of land banked 
properties — they include two properties in Los Angeles County 
and one in San Bernardino County. Together they comprise well 

over 155 acres of land and constitute a 
significant portion of MHDC’s portfolio 
that is ready for development in the very 
near future. With the experience gained 
from previous projects, MHDC’s vision 
for the future includes a steady increase in housing development 
in Southern California.

Paramount Plaza (MHDC Headquarters): Purchased in 
2003, Paramount Plaza is MHDC’s office building and is located 
at 1619 Paramount Boulevard. MHDC retains sole ownership of 
the building which includes office space rentals. The commercial 

rentals from the plaza help support MHDC’s non-profit work: 
providing service, information and resources to clients looking 
for affordable housing.

Bella Monte Homes LLC: MHDC’s most recent 
development was a blighted property bequeathed by the City  
of Montebello, for one dollar, with the sole purpose of providing 
quality affordable housing. The six-home development on Third 
Street had an estimated value of $1.75 million at the conclusion 
of the project. Bella Monte Homes was made possible, in part, 

by a generous gift from the MOEN’s 
“Alcanzando Sueños Con MOEN”  
(Reaching Dreams with MOEN), a 
national campaign to assist non-profit  
developers who service the Latino  

community. This contribution supplied the Bella Monte Homes 
with MOEN plumbing and fixtures. All homes were successfully 
sold, upon the completion of the property development. 

The Lohart Street Project: A seven-home project, 
valued at $1.33 million, is the result of MHDC’s partnership 
with the Los Angeles Design Center and the City of Montebello. 
The beautifully designed development with well lit walkways  
not only greatly improved the aesthetic of the surrounding  
area but helped to significantly reduce crime in the area. The 
property was donated by MHDC; the Los Angeles Design  
Center designed and developed the project; and the City of 
Montebello coordinated the project.

The Jacmar Street Development: This four-home 
project, valued at $616,000, faces north on Jacmar and is east 
of Carob Way within the City of Montebello. The city helped 
acquire the property, MHDC was responsible for the entitle-
ment and Mr. Phil Pace, California State Water Board Member, 

Investing in Our Communities, “Building the Dream”
Housing Development Projects

Client testimonial“ ”Dear MHDC,
  I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the help and support you provided to me and my husband. In what was a very emotionally charged meeting, you took control and pointed us in the right direction.  The Department of Consumer Affairs took on our case, and was able to get the foreclosure of our home postponed and we later reinstated the loan. Without you, we would never have thought to go this route and we would have lost our home. 

Sincerely,
Patricia and Felix Ochoa

Building affordable single family housing for 
our clients is at the core of MHDC’s foundation.
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Client testimonial“

Community  
Involvement

MHDC’s philosophy and approach to the 
working families we serve is to generate a real 
sense of community pride. By cleaning up our 
neighborhoods, increasing community participa-
tion and involving our clients in these types of 
projects, MHDC helps increase the real prop-
erty value, improve our community and create 
wealth for future generations. In addition to the 
Housing Fairs we host, our agency sponsors and 
continues to be involved in ongoing events such 
as voter registration programs, census outreach 
and other forms of civically engaged projects that 
are of vital importance. We are very proud to 
report that the same clients who often benefit from MHDC’s 
programs also return to give back to the community by partici-
pating in our numerous community clean-ups, housing events 
and civic projects.

Sanchez Adobe House (built in 1845): MHDC 
joined in a commemoration event by helping to clean up the 
oldest building in town by uniting with Rotary International 
to celebrate their centennial anniversary in the City of Monte-
bello. MHDC was a cosponsor of the 100th anniversary event 
celebrated by involving community youth, area non-profits  
and local civic leaders in the clean-up, which has become a 
recurring project ever since.

Annual Community Clean Up Day: The Mayor, City 
Council Members, the Police Chief and Police Department 
together with area faith leaders, and service organizations 
such as the Lions Club, Rotary Club and high school students 

worked to beautify a 10 block radius in Greenwood. Former 
clients who benefited from MHDC and wished to give back to 
the community by participating in our community events were 
also enlisted to help.

Jefferson Avenue Clean-Up: MHDC spearheaded a 
neighborhood clean-up by bringing together two area service 
clubs (Rotary and Lions) along with Cantwell-Sacred Heart of 
Mary High School. The Jefferson Avenue Clean-Up was very 
successful and supported by local service organizations, youth 
volunteers, area civic leaders and area businesses like Home 
Town Buffet, Starbucks and Duran’s Bakery. “It’s wonderful to 
see so many young people giving up their Saturday morning to 
help with this clean-up,” stated the mayor of Montebello.

NCLR Home Rescue Fairs: MHDC embarked on a 
large marketing and outreach campaign in service areas most 
affected by the economic downturn and foreclosure crisis.  
In partnership with the The Alliance for Stabilization in 

helped develop this project. The first “Turn Key Construction 
Project” for MHDC meant that MHDC gives the keys to a 
move-in condition home to the buyer. All of the homes were 
raffled to first-time homebuyers in the area.

The 5th Street Project: The property for this project was 
acquired through foreclosure, after MHDC became the silent 
second lien holder. MHDC rehabbed the home and found a 
community faith-based non-profit partner — New Harvest 
Group, a group home for men in recovery and rehabilitation 
run by the New Harvest Church in Norwalk, CA. New Harvest 
signed a Sweat Equity lease agreement with MHDC in which 
they agreed to facilitate and assist with beautification projects 
in the community. The New Harvest men’s group provides 
landscaping with dual purposes: to sustain themselves and to 
rehabilitate the members of the group home.

”

Neighborhood clean-ups teach our 
youth about taking pride in their 
community.

MHDC partners with local area realtors, chamber of  
commerce members, community leaders and government 
officials to inform and educate the communities they serve.

Dear MHDC,
 I would like to thank your organization for  all the assistance I received in purchasing my first home. Words cannot express adequately how appreciative I am for all the information and assistance I received from the staff at  Montebello Housing. I still cannot believe I  am a homeowner!! 

Please keep up the great work and God bless all of you. 
Sincerely,
Maria Chavez



Homes finished on Lohart Street

Our Communities (ASC) which included NCLR, The 
National Urban League and Bank of America, the City 
of South El Monte and the El Monte Union School 
District, MHDC took the role in hosting a Home Rescue 
Fair where hundreds of working families were assisted. 
Local representatives including Congresswoman Judy 
Chu, Senator Ron Calderon and council members from 
the cities of South El Monte and Signal Hill near Long 
Beach attended. Bank lenders, expert attorneys and 
a network of more than 30 HUD-approved housing 
counselors assisted families in a one day, one-stop-shop 
for families looking for help and advice regarding their 
home mortgages. Building key community partnerships 
in the metropolitan area of Los Angeles helped increased 
MHDC’s experience and staff capacity to better  
accommodate the need for the type of assistance 
provided at the event.

MHDC PARTNER

United Way of Greater Los Angeles
 • • • A Community Partner • • •

MHDC’s partnership with United Way of Greater Los Angeles 
has grown steadily over the years. In 2007, the organization 
launched its Creating Pathways Out of Poverty program, which 
focuses on three areas, one of them being financial stability, 
which teaches low-income families how to build assets. Along 
with the United Way, MHDC matches up first-time home-buyers 
with housing counselors who address various issues related to 
the home purchasing process, and to long-term financial  
planning to help ensure the participant remains in the home. 

 “MHDC, as our community partner, provides money 
management classes and helps participants to successfully save 
toward their American Dream by helping them open savings  
accounts, providing them assistance with enrollment and  
financial and/or credit counseling, educating them on Saver 
Club opportunities, as well as providing training to help the 
saver meet their particular long-term goals,” says, Marguerite 
Womack, Director of Workforce and Economic Development, 
United Way of Greater Los Angeles.

A key program offered by MHDC and United Way is a 
matched savings program that allows qualified, low-income  
individuals to save money in special custodial accounts. The 
match provides an incentive for qualified MHDC clients to 
save for an extended period of time, usually between 12 to 36 
months, until they have reached a pre-determined goal in their 
savings. 

After completion of savings, MHDC participants can use the 
money for the purchase of their first home, business, or educa-
tion. As part of this program, MHDC participants also receive a 
required 10-hour general financial literacy class and a minimum 
of eight hours of additional asset-specific training at no cost.

Counselors also assist savers with setting up a household 
budget, and in most cases, with establishing a plan for invest-
ment. The program is far more than a match payout to asset in 
home purchasing. It promotes healthy savings habits and access 
to the financial mainstream. By encouraging and educating low-
income families on how to save for the future, this program aims 
to increase their social capital, making it an integral part of any 
holistic approach to eradicating poverty and building strong, 
healthy neighborhoods.

Client testimonial

“
To the Director of the MHDC,

It is with much gratitude that we thank your corporation for 

working with our lender regarding our home loan modification. 

You demonstrated to us that indeed honest and trustworthy  

resources are available in our communities, especially when it  

concerns getting upfront and sincere advice on what would be  

the best option regarding our home loan situation.

Both Juan and I strongly believe that had we been aware of 

MHDC prior to the purchase of our home, we would have been 

adequately informed and avoided the situation we found our-

selves in. We were first time buyers, enthusiastic about owning 

a home and laying down a foundation for our family. Instead we 

found ourselves pondering over just how we were going to pay 

our loan when it became variable. 

MHDC did not give us any false hopes, but rather provided 

us with scenarios to better understand just what we could expect 

from our lenders. We have not hesitated recommending MHDC to 

our family, friends, and colleagues in similar situations as ours. 

We feel an overwhelming sense of relief to know that our loan 

situation has some stability. We thank you for making that possible.

Respectfully,

Juan Roman and Myrna Lua

By involving youths and adults in neighborhood beautification 
projects, a real sense of community is nurtured.

Our local partners include a long list of other non-profits and service clubs 
like the United Way, the Rotary and Lions International.

”
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Business Model
Our business model has positioned MHDC for long- 

term success. By employing a number of diverse strategies —  
making conservative investments, maintaining a low overhead, 
establishing a self-sustaining income, enlisting experts in  
various fields of specialty and garnering government and  
corporate support — MHDC has been able to successfully  
assist our clients, employ expert staff and service the  
community for nearly two decades.

In the beginning, the agency was funded by the City of 
Montebello therefore our activi-
ties were limited to the Monte-
bello area. Later services expanded 
within the Montebello Unified 
School District into the neigh-
boring cities of Bell Gardens, 

Commerce, Monterey Park and East Los Angeles. After seeking 
and obtaining additional funding from the State of California 
— over $1,500,000 in CalHome Funds — MHDC was able 
to provide needed silent seconds to families throughout Los 
Angeles County.

Key to our agency’s success has been our business strategy 
which revolves around providing certified counseling services 
to our clients. Our exceptional staff attends regular training 

courses and is certified by the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Strategic to our Business Plan is the ability to consult 
with top industry experts with proven experience in various 
fields such as: accounting, fundraising development, real estate 
redevelopment and agency management. Our consultants have 
decades of experience, insight and recognition in their respec-
tive fields. They are also educated, trained and certified by Ivy 
League and other top-level institutions recognized at the state 
level and holding national distinction.

MHDC’s programs and development projects are  
supported and funded by varied and diverse public, private  
and corporate sources. Our agency’s funding sources include 
small private unrestricted funds; rental income from real  
estate investments, donations from Fortune 500 companies and 
corporations; as well as various local, state and federal grants. 

In order to position the agency for future growth and 
expansion, we intend to build on what has provided the agency 
much success since our inception. We will continue to develop 
relationships with the communities we serve, increase support 
from private individuals and foundations by growing our annual 
fundraising events and expand our regional presence within the 
metropolitan area of Los Angeles and the State of California.

Grants and Giving

The following list reflects cumulative  
donations and grants given to  

Montebello Housing Development Corporation 
between 1993 and 2009.

Citibank Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation

Mexican American Opportunity Foundation
National Council of La Raza

Oldtimers Foundation 
United Way of Greater Los Angeles

Weingart Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

A&D Escrow, Inc.
Agredano-Lozano &  
     Associates
Alfred González
Arcadia Assoc. of Realtors
Arroyo Builders and  
     Developers
AT&T
Bank of America
Benefitscafe.com Inc.
Central Basin Water District
Chilton & Associates
Chase Manhattan Bank
Citibank
Conrado Terrazas -  
     TDC Group
Countrywide Home Loans
East West Bank
El Centro del Pueblo
Fannie Mae
Farmers Insurance
Freddie Mac

G. Carrasco
Golden Insurance
Golden Key Mortgage
Goldmine Realty
Harnan Financial Group
Max Hernandez 
Home Resource Center
Investors Title Company
Irwin Mortgage
J.J. Lopez
J.P. Morgan Private Bank
Lincoln Escrow Inc.
Linn Co.
Los Angeles Times
MAAC Project
María Luisa Contreras
MOEN
Monrovia Donations 
My World Enterprises
Nations Bancorp, Inc.
OCWEN
Pasadena Latino Forum

Provident
Rotary Club of Montebello
Ruben Mijarez
Sempra Energy - 
     The Gas Company
Sincere Escrow
Southern California  
     Association
Spanish Coalition for Housing
Star Funding, Inc.
State Farm Insurance
Union Bank of California
United Commercial Bank
Universo Cleaning
US Bank
Victoria Financial Corporation
Washington Mutual Loans
Waste Management Service  
     Corporation
Wells Fargo Bank

CORPORATE & PRIVATE GIVING

GOVERNMENT GRANTS

State of California – CalHome
Los Angeles County – HERO

City of Montebello

FOUNDATION GRANTS

TOTAL GIVING AND GRANTS: $6,108,972
12
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MHDC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit company. As such,  
every grant and donation that MHDC receives, no matter  
the size, is significant in helping families and communities 
build their buying power and financial literacy. Our support 
base includes small private donations from individuals as well 
as Fortune 500 corporate contributions — and grants from 
local, state and federal agencies.

Our loan program and real estate development investment 
fund accounts for 99% of all income which in turn supports 
68% of our direct client services, excluding rental operations, 
general operations and real estate development.  

The corporation derives income from four major sources:

CORPORATE GRANTS: United Way of Greater Los 
Angeles and the National Council of La Raza have provided 
significant program funds. Income from grants and individual 
donors also provides funds for additional overhead expenses.   
The agency receives funding and has formed corporate partner-
ships with Citibank and Bank of America who in turn help 
support MHDC’s education and financial literacy programs.

LOAN RECYCLING/GRANTS: State CalHome funds 
are also provided to clients in the form of silent-second mort-

gage loans. When these loans are paid off they are immediately 
recycled, meaning they are deposited into a reuse account and 
made available to new first-time homebuyers.

RENTAL AND DEVELOPMENT INCOME: A well 
defined strategy and wise investments early on helped MHDC 
acquire the Paramount Plaza office building, our headquar-
ters. This investment helped us significantly to maintain client 
services by providing space for a loan center during the early 
2000s and now a training center for foreclosure workshops 
and training. The organization derives rental income from this 
commercial building located in Montebello. MHDC occupies 
twenty percent of the building and leases the rest of the office 
space out to small local businesses. MHDC also owns and rents 
property to one of its community partners, a local faith-based 
non-profit, that runs a group residence which provides social 
services to young men. Additionally, the corporation uses 
income derived from our rental income program to provide 
home ownership educational and counseling services to the 
areas we service. 

CLIENT HOUSING SERVICES: MHDC provides the 
following loan and homebuyer related services at no charge to 
low- and moderate-income clients:

n  One-on-one counseling
n  Home ownership fairs
n  First-time homebuyer programs
n  Financial literacy classes
n  Individual development accounts (IDA)
n  Silent second mortgage programs
n  Foreclosure counseling
n  Home rescue fairs
n  Community clean-ups
n  Fraud prevention services
n  Social service referrals

Income and  
Funds Disbursement MHDC Income Dollars

MHDC Dollars at Work

33% 

1% 

66% 

24% 

4% 
4% 68% 

Loan Recycling/
Grants
Rental Income
General Income

Client Housing Services
Rental Operations 
Real Estate Development
General Operations

As a non-profit, 
all of the generous 
donations we 
receive go to the 
families we serve.

Figures based on income  
and expense averages from 
1992 to 2009.



Corporate and Community  
Support from our Partners

MHDC has enjoyed strong support from public agencies and has received very generous sponsor-
ships from a plethora of private individuals and corporate partners in the finance sector for our work 
in the community. Among our many corporate and private partners, MHDC has continued to build 
on our relationship with Bank of America, Citibank, East West Bank, JP Morgan/Chase, State Farm 
and Wells Fargo Bank. 

MHDC was the proud recipient of “Alcanzando Sueños 
con MOEN,” a building assistance award presented by the 
MOEN that benefits affordable housing developers in the 
Hispanic community. The award resulted in MOEN provid-
ing kitchen and bathroom fixtures for MHDC’s Bella Monte 
Homes development project. MOEN representative, José 
Ramírez, stated, “MOEN is looking to develop long-term 
relationships with organizations such as MHDC that have a 
positive image in the community.”

MHDC has been the recipient of a good balance of sup-
port from both private and public community organizations 
such as The United Way of Greater Los Angeles and service 
clubs like Rotary International and several local area Cham-
bers of Commerce.

The public and private support, and the 
recognition and financial backing has helped shape 
MHDC programs, provide resources and raise 
awareness of housing equity, community development and wealth creation. Below is a partial 
list of MHDC community partners:

Partner cities and school districts:
Baldwin Park, Cudahy, El Monte, Glendale, Irwindale, Long Beach,  
Montebello, Pasadena, Pico Rivera, Rosemead, San Gabriel, South  
El Monte, Garvey School District and El Monte Union School District.

Partner organizations:
Asian Pacific American Legal Center (APALC), Bank of America, Califor-
nia NCLR  Affiliate Network, (CNAN), Central Basin Water District, Centro 

Maravilla, the Pico Rivera Chamber of Commerce, the Montebello Chamber of 
Commerce, Chase Bank, Citibank, Duran’s Bakery, East Los Angeles Community 
Corporation (ELACC), East West Bank, El Centro Social del Pueblo, Friends of 
Montebello Library, Golden Insurance, Home Depot, Long Beach Community 
Center, Los Angeles Center for Law and Justice, Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, (MALDEF), Mexican American Opportunity Foundation, 
(MAOF), Mid-Yellow Cab Co., Monster, Montebello Alliance, National Council of 
La Raza, (NCLR), National Urban League, New Economics for Women, Plaza de 

la Raza, Rotary Club International, 
Sandy Hernandez Realtor, Starbucks 
Corporation, State Farm Insurance, 
The Daily Brew, United Way of Great-
er Los Angeles, Watts Century Latino, 
Wells Fargo Bank and the YMCA.

California NCLR Affiliates Network, consists of 
more than 60 non-profits in California that  
advocate in the nation’s capital on behalf of  
the families collectively served.

Board member 
Joe Sandoval with 
Raul Yzaguirre, 
former President 
of NCLR.

In Sacramento during NCLR’s Advocacy 
Day, working on behalf of the community 
we serve.

Monica Lozano, 
President and CEO  
of La Opinion, the  
nation’s largest 
Spanish language 
daily newspaper, 
partners with NCLR 
and MHDC to help 
educate Latino fami-
lies about important 
social issues.



Government Involvement 
Support and Recognition

MHDC has a long history of involvement and collabora-
tion with elected officials and community networks from the 
local to the national level. MHDC advocates on housing issues 
to our representative leaders and collaborates with them to 
bring resources and information to the working families in our 
service areas. Each year, MHDC board members, counselors 
and clients advocate on important housing legislation during 
advocacy days in Washington and Sacramento.

For more than 17 years, MHDC has received recognition 
from community leaders and elected officials for the partner-
ships MHDC has formed. MHDC values the support for the 
work we perform. We look forward to continuing to strengthen 
our partnerships. 

National Leadership
U.S. Representatives Grace Napolitano and Hilda Solis 

(prior to her appointment as U.S. Secretary of Labor) have  
recognized MHDC for its community work including  
financial literacy workshops, neighborhood clean-ups,  
housing resource fairs and first-time homebuyer classes.  
U.S. Representative Judy Chu attended MHDC’s first  
National Home Rescue Fair, which was held in partnership 
with several national partners including National Council 
of La Raza, National Urban League and National Alliance of 
Asian Community Development. MHDC has also worked 
in the congressional districts of U.S. Representatives Xavier 
Becerra, Lucille Roybal-Allard and Adam Schiff.  

Under the leadership of President Barack Obama, the 
White House invited MHDC to participate in national 
conference calls regarding the American Recovery Reinvest-
ment Act, funds administered through the U.S. Department 
of Housing. MHDC is an affiliate of the National Council of 
La Raza (NCLR) and has benefited greatly from federal fund-
ing and NCLR’s support. MHDC’s work has been covered by 

National Council of La Raza
• • • A Special National Partner • • •

National Council of La Raza (NCLR) is the largest Latino 
civil rights and advocacy organization in the United States. 
For more than 40 years, NCLR has been working at the 
grassroots level to create a positive impact on the lives of 
Latino families through its national affiliate non-profit  
network, as well as its lobbying of key policy makers in the 
halls of Congress. 

Since 2003, MHDC has been a member of the NCLR 
Affiliate Network consisting of nearly 300 non-profit orga-
nizations which provide direct services to the Latino com-
munity. The network works with, and receives support from, 
NCLR in the areas of capacity building, staff development 
and advocacy in our state and nation’s capitals on issues 
such as housing, education and civic involvement, among 
others. MHDC is also a partner in the NCLR Homeowner-
ship Network (NHN), a nationally recognized network of 
over 50 organizations providing comprehensive HUD- 
certified housing curriculum counseling to first-time home 
buyers. Shortly after partnering with NCLR, MHDC was 
named “The Affiliate of the Year.” 

Recently, MHDC, NCLR, and national partners hosted 
an NHN Home Rescue Fair in South El Monte, CA where 
hundreds of families received information, one-on-one 
counseling and face-to-face time with lending institutions 
like Bank of America and J.P. Morgan Chase. In 2010, NCLR 
designated MHDC a Tier I Level Agency, top among NCLR’s 
national affiliates for the high volume of clients we assist.  
Partnering with NCLR allows MHDC to accomplish its mission 
of making homes affordable for families and building  
affordable housing. As a result, MHDC has become a top 
producing agency in the community.

“I believe that through a great American institution like 
NCLR, which has a long history of fighting for our com-
munity, and with our dedicated partners, we can advance 
an agenda that will benefit our community and society as a 
whole,” said Janet Murguía, President and CEO, National 
Council of La Raza.

MHDC PARTNER

MHDC works in collaboration with NCLR statewide and at the national  
level advocating on behalf of hardworking families. Shown here MHDC Board 
members and staff with Janet Murguía (third from the left), President of NCLR.
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President Barack Obama addresses the National Affiliates of 
NCLR at their annual conference.



several national and local television affiliates, such as Tel-
emundo KVEA 52, Channel 22, Fox Channel 11 and KABC 
Channel 7.

 
The California State Legislature and Funding

MHDC has also leveraged our influence at the state level 
by partnering with the California NCLR Affiliate’s Network 
(CNAN). CNAN links 57 community-based organizations 
that provide services across the State of California to predomi-
nantly Latino service areas. MHDC together with CNAN and 
NCLR works on critical issues relevant to the working families 
we serve, including education, healthcare, immigration and 
affordable housing. 

MHDC meets annually with state leaders in Sacramento, 
as part of NCLR’s Advocacy Day. As a member of CNAN, 
MHDC meets with key policy makers and opinion leaders 
to advocate on behalf of our clients, including the governor, 
lieutenant governor and state controller. 

In addition to our advocacy in Sacramento, MHDC has 
hosted housing fairs with numerous Los Angeles area assembly 
members such as Ed Hernandez, Anthony Portantino and  
Mike Eng, as well as state senators including Ron Calderon and 
Carol Liu. MHDC has also worked with other state legislators, 
including: Hector De La Torre, Charles Calderon and Martha 
Escutia.

Additionally, MHDC works with the California Housing 
Statewide Agency to assist working families in obtaining loans 
—  a key component in our mission of making homes afford-
able. Early on, MHDC was the beneficiary of a state awarded 
“CalHomes” grant which, to the present day, contributes  
substantially to the funding of MHDC’s loan programs  
designed to benefit low-to-moderate-income families.

Bank of America
• • • A National Corporate Partner • • •

MHDC and Bank of America share an important common 
goal: to provide programs, information and education to help 
potential home-buyers become successful homeowners. This 
has been the foundation for a partnership that has grown over 
the years. 

Through its national partnership with the National Council 
of La Raza, Bank of America engaged MHDC as a Connect 
To Own® partner in 2009. Bank of America’s Connect To Own 
program evaluates home buyer education across the nation 
and engages with those programs that meet the highest stan-
dards in consumer education. Through this partnership, Bank 
of America and MHDC are able to fund and provide quality 
home buyer education in communities across the County of 
Los Angeles. 

“There is overwhelming evidence that indicates home 
buyer education helps decrease delinquencies,” said Glenda 
Gabriel, Bank of America Neighborhood Lending executive. 
“It is our goal to ensure all borrowers have access to quality 
information and education, to enable them to understand the 
full scope of home ownership and eventually become long-
term, successful homeowners.”

In 2009, 14 “Alliance for Stabilizing Our Communities” 
events were held across the country, serving more than 6,500 
attendees, or 4,200 families. For many, the home rescue fairs 
are the first time these borrowers have made contact with their 
lender or consulted with a counselor, which emphasizes the 
importance of the ASC outreach effort.  MHDC helped lead 
the South El Monte event where hundreds of distressed home-
owners received on-site home retention counseling, attorney 
consultations and multi-language workshops. Partnership with 
Bank of America has enabled MHDC to hire a full-time Fore-
closure Prevention Housing Counselor to help MHDC families 
identify and work-out loan remodification solutions and to 
make the loan modification process understandable.

MHDC PARTNER

Left: Housing counselors, attorneys and lenders  
assembled thanks to our partners: Bank of America, 
the National Urban League, the National Asian Pacific Community 
Capacity Builders and National Council of La Raza to assist hundreds of 
families at an MHDC Home Rescue Fair.  Above Right: Community lead-
ers and elected officials, like Congresswoman Judy Chu, also attended.

First-time homebuyers attend our HUD-certified classes to learn about 
the home buying process.
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Client testimonial“ ”

Los Angeles County and Local Municipalities
MHDC services all of the Greater Los Angeles metro-

politan area by providing services in LA County’s eight Service 
Planning Areas (SPAs). (See page 7.) In addition, MHDC is 
very proud to have been recognized for our work by the entire 
Board of Supervisors, and individually by Don Knabe and 
three times by Gloria Molina, Supervisor for the 1st District.

MHDC has hosted numerous workshops, classes and 
housing fairs in East Los Angeles, South San Gabriel and other 
communities in the county. MHDC’s work on the “Housing 
Education Revitalization and Ownership” (HERO and  
HERO-STATE) programs operated through the Community 
Redevelopment Commission expanded our mission of  
making homes affordable through education and one-on-one 
counseling for first-time home buyers. MHDC staff also  
work closely with the LA County Department of Consumer 
Affairs to advocate on behalf of clients and report any  
suspected fraudulent cases.

MHDC services all of the Greater Los  
Angeles metropolitan area by providing 
services in LA County’s eight Service 
Planning Areas (SPAs). MHDC was  
recognized by the entire Board of  
Supervisors, and individually by Don 
Knabe and three times by Gloria Molina.

To: Montebello Housing Development, National Council of La Raza, Bank of America, and our Government.My family and I would like to thank you for saving us from the streets. We are very thankful for your help in assisting us with foreclosure prevention. You probably hear thank you on a continuous basis, but I know you don’t always know the life of the families you are advocating for. I had a fibromyalgia flare up and the doctor ordered me not to work and my husband was suddenly unemployed. The financial burden meant we were in jeopardy of losing the home we shared with my four biological boys, our three adopted chil-dren, and the uncle who raised me (plus our three dogs and two cats). All of us, at some point in our lives, had been homeless. MHDC helped me keep my promise to my family that none of us would ever be homeless again. 
Your organization and staff will always be in my prayers. We will never have a way to repay you. I will move forward and continue to encourage my kids to be somebody thanks to your help. Thank you also for having us come to Sacramento and lobby for other families — an experience my children will never forget. They even took pictures with two state senators! Super motivated from the experience, my 14 year old ended the school year with a recognition for academics from our president.THANK YOU SO MUCH!

Xochitl Baker and family 
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NATIONAL & FEDERAL
Family Strengthening Award 
PRESENTED BY: Annie E. Casey 
Foundation  
WHEN: 2006 
DESCRIPTION: The award recognizes 
NCLR affiliates with programs that work 
to give children what they need most 
— strong, capable and economically 
successful families. MHDC received 
$10,000 with this award and as a result 
hosted a two-day “Peer-to-peer” train-
ing session where housing counselors 
from across the nation gathered to learn 
best practices. 

Certification of HUD Approval
PRESENTED BY: Margaret E. Burns
WHEN: 2002
DESCRIPTION: The Department approved 
MHDC to provide the following types  
of housing counseling services in  
accordance with their approved housing 
counseling plan: Homebuyer Education; 
Pre-Purchase Counseling and Extended 
Counseling; Predatory lending and 
Post-Purchase.

Certificate of Appreciation
PRESENTED BY: Barbara Boxer, 
United States Senator
WHEN: 2005 
DESCRIPTION: “In recognition of your 
outstanding service.”

Certificates of Congressional  
Recognition
PRESENTED BY: Grace F. Napolitano, 
Congresswoman, 58th District; Hilda 
Solis, Congresswoman, 32nd District
WHEN: 2005, 2008 
DESCRIPTION 2005: “In recognition 
of your outstanding and invaluable 
commitment to our community, U.S. 
Representative Grace F. Napolitano 

proudly commends 
your selfless efforts in 
educating and helping 
local families achieve 
the dream of home 
ownership.”
DESCRIPTION 2008: “In recognition of 
MHDC’s participation in the 2008 Com-
munity Resource Fair. I commend you 
for your dedication and the service that 
you provide to the families of the 32nd 
Congressional District. Your participa-
tion has contributed to the success of 
the event.”

STATE
Certificates of Recognition
PRESENTED BY: Thomas M. Calderon, 
California State Assembly (2001); Mar-
tha M. Escutia, California State Senate 
(2002); Carol Liu, California State As-
sembly (2003, 2004, 2005); Jack Scott, 
California State Senate (2004); Ronald 
S. Calderon, California State Senate 
(2005); John Chiang, Chair California 
State Board (2005) of Equalization
WHEN: 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005
DESCRIPTION: “Thank you for your 
partnership and effort in assisting local 
families to realize the dream of home 
ownership. On behalf of the California 
State Assembly, I commend your gen-
erosity and willingness to enhance the 
lives of our diverse communities. Best 
wishes in your future endeavors.“

Certificate of Recognition for Housing 
Opportunities Fair, Pasadena
PRESENTED BY: Carol Liu, 
California State Legislature
WHEN: 2006
DESCRIPTION: “On behalf of the Califor-
nia State Assembly, I would like to thank 
you for your leadership at Montebello 
Housing Development Corporation. 
This event would not be possible with-
out your hard work and dedication.” 

Certificate of Recognition
PRESENTED BY: Charles M. Calderon, 
California State Assembly
WHEN: 2007
DESCRIPTION: “In celebration of the 
Bella Monte Homes groundbreaking 
and continued commitment to the 
development of premium low-income 
housing and the American Dream of 
home ownership.” 

Certificate of Recognition
PRESENTED BY: Ronald S. Calderon, 
California State Senate
WHEN: 2009
DESCRIPTION: “The California State 
Senate honors and salutes your  
unwavering community spirit, your  
tireless work, and the peace and  
safety you have afforded so many 
families in need. You are a community 
neighbor of unparalleled generosity.”

LOCAL
Certificate of Appreciation
PRESENTED BY: Antonio R. Villaraigosa, 
Mayor of the City of Los Angeles
WHEN: 2005
DESCRIPTION: “As mayor of the City of 
Los Angeles and on behalf of its  
residents, I extend my sincere  
appreciation for your contribution  
and participation in this year’s home  
ownership opportunities fair, and for 
your commitment and dedication to  
the people of Los Angeles.”

County of Los Angeles Resolution
PRESENTED BY: All Supervisors of the 
County of Los Angeles
WHEN: 2007
DESCRIPTION: “The Board of Supervisors 
of the County of Los Angeles recognized 
MHDC for organizing, along with then 
Congresswoman Hilda Solis a Home 
Ownership Fair in East Los Angeles.”

Recognition



Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund

• • •  A Community Partner  • • •

MHDC has worked with the Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF) and other 
organizations by providing forums and workshops that include 
housing services and information for the Latino community. 
This collaboration works in supporting and advocating for 
issues important to MHDC such as housing, education, and 
civic involvement. Since 2008, MHDC has provided housing 
information, resources and training for MALDEF by provid-
ing nationally-recognized and comprehensive HUD-certified 
housing counseling to first-time homebuyers. Recently, 
MHDC, MALDEF and other community organizations hosted a 
workshop where families received information on one-on-one 
counseling and face-to-face time with housing counselors.  
Our work with MALDEF allows MHDC to accomplish our 
mission of making homes affordable for families and building 
affordable housing.

“It’s important for MALDEF to continue to work with  
organizations in the community while urging Congressional 
leaders to address the needs of working families and 
homeowners,” said Sara Zapata-Mijares, LIDER Program  
Director. “MALDEF has been an advocate in assisting  
families with the current mortgage crisis and in bringing a 
better understanding of the plight of homeowners; MALDEF 
supports investing in financial counseling programs for  
at-risk communities that take into account the perspective  
of minority communities.”

MALDEF strives to implement programs that are struc-
tured to bring Latinos into the mainstream of American  
political and socio-economic life; providing better  
educational opportunities; encouraging participation in 
all aspects of society; and offering a positive vision for the 
future. Unique to MALDEF is an approach that combines 
advocacy, educational outreach and litigation strategies to 
achieve socio-economic change. 

County of Los Angeles Commendation
PRESENTED BY: Gloria Molina, Supervisor 1st District
WHEN: 2004 and 2005
DESCRIPTION: “For your commitment to providing affordable 
housing for all residents of Los Angeles County. In recognition 
of dedicated service to the affairs of the community and for the 
civic pride demonstrated by numerous contributions for the 
benefit of all the citizens of Los Angeles County.”

County of Los Angeles, East Los Angeles  
Home Ownership Opportunities Fair
PRESENTED BY: Gloria Molina, Supervisor 1st District
WHEN: 2006
DESCRIPTION: “The Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Los Angeles hereby commends the Montebello Housing  
Development Corporation for giving prospective homeowners 
the opportunity to achieve the “American Dream,” and for 
encouraging vendors and agencies to provide information 
to individuals and families of low-to-moderate-income at this 
year’s East Los Angeles Home Ownership Opportunities Fair.”

City of Pasadena Recognition
PRESENTED BY: Victor M. Gordo, 
Councilmember City of Pasadena
WHEN: 2002
DESCRIPTION: “Thank you for making the American Dream a 
possibility for our community. Thank You for placing ‘a roof 
over our head‘ by providing excellent services and essential  
information, which makes home ownership a reality for  
hardworking families.“

Certificate of Appreciation
PRESENTED BY: Joseph V. Haggerty and Alison Towle, 
United Way of Greater Los Angeles
WHEN: 2004
DESCRIPTION: “In recognition of your outstanding contribution 
to the saving of the American Dream IDA Program. United 
Way of Greater Los Angeles gratefully acknowledges your 
outstanding contribution, which provides hope and services to 
the working families of Los Angeles County through learning, 
empowering and caring.”

2005 Community Star Award
PRESENTED BY: Citibank
WHEN: 2005
DESCRIPTION: “In appreciation for continued partnership and 
service to the communities of Greater Southern California.”

MHDC PARTNER
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Los Angeles Center for 
Law and Justice

• • • A Local Community Partner • • •

In partnership with the Los Angeles Center for Law and 
Justice (LACLJ), a local community based non-profit organi-
zation, MHDC has helped identify victims and perpetrators 
of predatory loans, fight fraudulent loan modification scam-
mers, and prosecute foreclosure scams. Together with LACLJ 
we have co-facilitated housing workshops in English and 
Spanish and offer one-on-one counseling.

In February 2009, MHDC and LACLJ  partnered to pro-
vide a series of monthly workshops on the loan modification 
process, the foreclosure process and how to avoid being 
scammed by loan modification “consultants.” Held twice 
a month in English and Spanish, the workshops demysti-
fied the loan modification and foreclosure processes. The 
workshops also educated homeowners facing foreclosure 
on how to identify scams and how to take action to protect 
themselves from being scammed.   

LACLJ partnered with MHDC’s NHN Home Rescue 
Fair in South El Monte where hundreds of families received 
information and one-on-one counseling with attorneys and 
banking institutions. 

The mission of LACLJ is to provide direct representation 
and education to low-income families facing the greatest 
barriers to justice. Founded in 1973, the organization which 
specializes in family and housing law, has been a key service 
provider in the communities of East Los Angeles and the  
surrounding cities of Southeast Los Angeles. 

LACLJ offers a full range of services, which include ad-
vice and counsel, preparation of legal documents, and court 
representation. In the housing unit, the staff of seven provide 
a range of services in the following areas: eviction defense, 
affirmative slum litigation, litigation against landlords engag-
ing in fraudulent practices, and affirmative litigation related 
to mortgage and foreclosure fraud. LACLJ conducts housing 
clinics twice a week where low-income individuals can speak 
with an advocate free of charge. Based out of El Monte’s 
City Hall, an LACLJ staff member is available to residents 
of the City of El Monte three times a week to provide legal 
information and meaningful referrals concerning residents‘ 
housing issues. LACLJ also provides outreach and education 
to tenants and landlords participating in the Los Angeles 
Housing Department’s Rent Escrow Account Program 
(REAP).  

 “We have seen an increase in calls for assistance. Yet, 
in spite of these challenges, we continue to strive to see 
opportunities and hope for our clients. We continue to help 
empower and represent the most disenfranchised popula-
tions. In these times that challenge our core, we’re helping 
lead our community to a stronger tomorrow,” said Hellen 
Hong, Esq., LACLJ’s Executive Director.

2010 Business Plan  
Presents 10 Year Vision 

Together, the MHDC board, its staff and outside consul-
tants constructed a vision for the future — a 10-year Business 
Plan with increased client services at the core. 

During 2010-2013, MHDC intends to increase our 
services to include workforce development and a variety of 
alternative housing services from rental assistance to tenant’s 
rights and reverse mortgage education. MHDC’s vision and 
plan is to strengthen the agency’s internal systems and support 
for our staff. We want to expand, and more fully saturate, our 
service areas by increasing marketing efforts to bolster aware-
ness and by reaching out to other geographic areas. To achieve 
these goals, MHDC will focus on adding new, and building 
on, current funding sources by developing a culture of giving 
and support for existing and newly developed programs. 

By 2015, MHDC will continue to pursue construction 
partnerships for development projects that will include afford-
able rental and for-sale housing for seniors and the disabled. 
The plan includes increased support for existing service areas 
within Los Angeles County and addresses the need for MHDC 
services in surrounding communities. Strategies for expansion 
include: increasing outreach to faith communities, labor orga-
nizations and service clubs. MHDC also plans to increase the 
array of services it provides to include: retrofitting programs, 
eviction assistance, homelessness prevention and affordable 
utility counseling. Staff and board growth aims to reflect the 
diversity of the communities we serve. Over the next five 
years, MHDC is also planning to launch a capital campaign to 
increase unrestricted major, mid-level and low-level donors.

By 2020 MHDC projects to add several building devel-
opments to its portfolio that will include renovating existing 
single-family homes, building modest housing complexes for 
first-time buyers, facilitating apartment-to-condo conver-
sions and renovating apartments and other mix use buildings. 
MHDC’s track record of successfully partnering with landown-
ers, developers, and other organizations in its construction and 
renovation efforts is also projected to increase significantly over 
the next 10 years. 

MHDC PARTNER

MHDC also plans to increase the  
array of services it provides to include:  
retrofitting programs, eviction assistance, 
homelessness prevention and affordable 
utility counseling.
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Apple Valley 
Planned Development

Future Projects
Southern California’s unprecedented expansion and projected population growth has made one  

thing very clear — the need for affordable housing will continue. 
It’s in MHDC’s mission to provide quality affordable housing, and our vision has been guided by  

a need to place working families in the home of their dreams. Throughout the years, MHDC’s experience 
in acquiring properties to build and develop has also grown. Today, MHDC’s portfolio includes land 
banked (land purchased and stored) properties in Los Angeles and San Bernardino counties which  
provides MHDC with housing development opportunities for the very near future.

The purchase of the Carob Way property is consistent with MHDC’s vision to increase affordable 
housing stock in the San Gabriel Valley and East LA portions of Los Angeles County. The property on 
Carob Way is an acre of land, between Jacmar Street and Washington Boulevard in the City of Montebello 
and was land banked so that it could be developed at a more favorable time. The concept plan for new 
construction has already been designed and blue prints have been developed. Building is projected to  
commence within the next couple of years.

The Apple Valley property marks the largest new housing project ever embarked on by MHDC. 
The vision behind this project is a progressive and forward thinking endeavor. The envisioned single-
family housing includes open space development with elements of sustainable green design that use both 
modern architectural design and innovative development techniques. 

Apple Valley property consists of more than 154 acres. The Town of Apple Valley is on CA Interstate 
15 between California and Nevada and is a key transportation hub between Los Angeles and Las Vegas. 
This important transportation center also includes a growing regional airport with expansion plans.  
Moreover, it is adjacent to the largest Western United States distribution center for WalMart, which is  
the region’s largest source for non-retail employment. In general, the robust and burgeoning cities of  
Los Angeles and Las Vegas, together with the area’s sustained rise of employment opportunities in  
recent years, indicate a need for additional housing stock in this area. We believe this makes MHDC’s 
project prime for development. MHDC is currently developing projections to determine the best time  

to begin the project. 

Over the next 10 years, MHDC will build on its experience 
in home construction. We will continue to pursue partnership 
opportunities that will allow for the development of multi- 
single- family home units so we can continue to provide quality, 
affordable housing throughout Los Angeles County and the 
greater metropolitan area.



1619 Paramount Boulevard
Montebello, CA 90640
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www.montebellohousing.com




